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Consobidated Fund, and be a,\;ailatle in a.ﬂy manner in which
such Fund is available. p

Short title. 4. This Act may® be cised as *the Consolidated Fund (No. 1)
Act, 1897. ’

‘CHAPTER 5,

An Act to provide foy, a Graht out of tRe Exchequer in
Aid of Voluntary Elem®ntary Schools, and for the
Exemption -from Rates of those Schools, and to repeal
part of Section Nineteen of {he Elementary Education
Act, 1876. o . [8th April 1897.]

BE it enacted by the, Queen® most Excellent Majesty, by and

with the advice and cBnsent o® the Lords Spiritual and

Temporal, and Commons, in thisepresept Parliatnent assembled,

and by the authorlty of the same, ae follows HE
o

. L d
Aid grantto 1. —(1.) For aiding eolwntary schools there shall be annually
volumtey . oaid ®ut of morfeys providéd by Parliament@n aid grant, not .
schools,  exceeding in the aggregatgfive shillimgs per scholar for the whole
number of scholars in those selfools.
(2.) The ajd g'rant shall be distributed by the Edueation
Department to such voluntary schools and in such manner and
amounts, as thé Departthent think besf for the purpose of helping
necessitous schools and increasing tleeir efficiency, due regard being
had to the maintenance of voluntary subscriptions.

(3.) If associations of schools are constituted in such manner
in such areas and with such governing bodies representative of the
managers as are approved by the Education Department, there
shall be allotted to each association while so approved, -

(@) a share of the aid grant to be compuied aocording to the
nugber of scholars in the schools of the association at the
rate of five shillings per scholar, or, if thq Department fix
different rates for town an#l country schools respectively
(whiclp they are hereby empowered to doy then at4hose rates;
and - . :

(b, a®corresponding share of any sim which may Qe available
8ut of the aid grant after distributign has been made to
unassociated schools. . . ) .

(4) The share so allotted” to each such association shall be®
distributed as aforesaid by the Rducation Department after con-
sulting the governing body of the association, an® in accordance
with any scheme prepared by éhat Body which the Department for
the time being approve. .

(5.) The Education Departgrent may exclgide a school from any
share of the aid grﬁnt which 1t might otherwise receive, if, in the
opinion of the Department, it unreasonably refuses or fails to join

[
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such an association, Mut the rdbusaj or failure shall not be deemed
unreasonable if the majority %of the schools in the association
belong to a religious denomjnatidn to which the schiool in question
does not itsel befong. N .

(6.) The Education Depagtment may requiresas a condition of a
school receiving a sha,re.of the aid °grant, that the %ccounts of the
receipts and expenditure of the schiol shqll be afinually audited in
accordance with the regulatigns of the Deparbment:

{7.) The decision of she Educatign Department upon amy crestion
relating to the disribution or gljotment of the,aig grant, including
the question whether an gssociation is dmis not in conformity with

this Act, and whether a school ifa town or a country school, shall
be final. .

9. After the last day of March one thousand eight hundred Repeat of
‘and ninety-seven, the following ewords in section nineteen of the 17s. 6d. limit
Elementary Education Agt, 1876,snamely, “ such grant shall not in "'}ifz gf ;‘g.
“ any year be reduced by reason of dits eXcess above® the income of s, 19, as
“ the school if #he® grant do not exceed the amount of seventeen :Zggzﬁsi:ay
shillings-and sixpence® per'ychild in average attendance ab the gpsiand ana
school duringethat®year, byt shall notexceed that amount per Wales.
child, except by the same sum by whichghe income of the school
“ derived from veluntary contributidns, rates, sshool fees, mdow;

“ ments, or any source whetever ot}% than the Parliamentary
“ grant, exceeds the said amount per c%ld, and ” shall be repealed
so far as they apply tg day schools in England #nd Wales.

8. No person shall be agsessed or rated, to or for any local rate Exemption
in respect of any land or buildings used exclusively or mainly for ff‘;m rates of
the purposés of $he schodlroonss offices or playground of a voluntary :{Lfn'mz,y
school, except to the extent of any profit derived by the managers schools.

of the school from the letting thereof.

4. In this Act, unless the context otherwise i‘equlres—

The expression “ voluntary school” means a public elementary
day school not provided by a school board :

Any referdnce to-the number of scholars in schools means the
number of scholars in average attendance as computed by the
Education Bepartment:

The expression “lacal rate” means a rate the proceeds of which
are applicable fo public logal purposes, and which is leviable
on the basis of an assessment in respect of the yearly, value of
propesty, and includes any sum which, though obtaiged in
the first instanoes by a precept, certificate, or other instrument
requiring payment from somesguthority or officer, is or can be
ultimately raised out of a l(;cal rate as before defined :

Other expressions have the shine meaning as in the Elementary
Educatior®Acts, 1870 to 1893.

Definitions,

5,—(1.) This Act shall no} extend to Scotland or Ireland. Extent of
(2.) This Act may becited’ as the Voluntary Schools Act, 1897. A%,
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