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Explanation of
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CHAPTER 58.

An Act to amend the Law with respect to Testamentary
Dispositions by Soldiers and-Sailors.
[6th February 1918.]

BE it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1. In order to remove doubts as to the construction of the

611 of TWill 4. Willg Act, 1837, it is hereby declared and enacted that section

&1 Viet, c. 26.
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eleven of that Act authorises and always has authorised any
soldier being in actual military service, or any mariner or seaman
being at sea, to dispose of his personal estate as he might have
done before the passing of that Act, though under the age of
twenty-one years.

2. Section eleven of the Wills Act, 1837, shall extend to any
member of His Majesty’s naval or marine forces not only when
he is at sea but also when he is so circumstanced that if he were
a soldier he would be in actual military service within the
meaning of that section.

8.—(1) A testamentary disposition of any real estate in
England or Ireland made by a person to whom section eleven
of the Wills Act, 1837, applies, and who dies after the passing
of this Act, shall, notwithstanding that the person making the
disposition was at the time of making it under twenty-one years
of age or that the disposition has not been made in such manner
or form as was at the passing of this Act required by law, be
valid in any case where the person making the disposition was
of such age and the disposition has been made in such manner
and form that if the disposition had been a disposition of
personal estate made by such a person domiciled in England or
Ireland it would have been valid.

(2) A testamentary disposition of any heritable property in
Scotland made after the passing of this Act by a person to
whom section eleven of the Wills Act, 1837, applies or to whom
it would apply if he were domiciled in England, shall not be
invalid by reason only of the fact that such person is under
twenty-one years of age, provided always that he is of such
age that he could, if domiciled in Scotland, have made a valid
testamentary disposition of moveable property.

4. Where any person dies after the passing of this Act
having ‘made a will which is, or which, if it had been a dis-
position of property, would have been rendered valid by section
eleven of the Wills Act, 1837, any appointment contained in
that will of any person as guardian of the infant children of
the testator shall be of full force and effect.
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5.°—(1) This Act may be cited as the \WHS (Soldlers and
. Sailors) Act, 1918,

(2) For the purposes of sectlon eleven of the Wills Act,
1837, and this Act the expression “soldier ”’ includes a member
of the Air Force, and references in this Act to the said section
eleven include a reference to that section as explained and
extended by this Act.

CHAPTER 59.

An Act to secure the better training of Midwives in
Ireland, and to regulate their practice.
[6th February 1918.]

BE it enacted by the King’s most Excellent Majesty, by and
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and
Temporal,.and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows :

1.—(1) From and after the first day of January one thousand
nine hundred and nineteen any woman who, not being certified
under this Act, shall take or use the name or title of midwife
(either alone or in combination with any other word or words),
or any name, title, addition, or description implying that she
is certified under this Act, or is a person specially qualified to
practise midwifery, or is recognised by law as a midwife, shall
be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding five
pounds.

(2) From and after the first day of January one thousand
nine hundred and twenty-four no woman shall habitually and
for gain attend women in child-birth otherwise than under the
direction of a registered medical practitioner unless she be
certified under this Act; any woman so acting without being
certified under this Act shall be liable on summary conviction
to a fine not exceeding ten pounds: Provided that this sub-
section shall not apply to registered medical practitioners or to
anyone rendering assistance in a case of emergency.

(3) No woman shall be certified under this Act until she
has complied with the rules and regulations to be laid down in
pursuance of this Act.

(4) No woman certified under this Act shall employ an
uncertified person as her substitute.

(5) The certificate under this Act shall not confer upon any
woman any right or title to be registered under the Medical
Acts or to assume any name, title, or designation implying that
she is by law recognised as a medical practitioner, or that she
18 authorised to grant any medical certificate, or any certificate
of death or of still-birth, or to undertake the charge of cases
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